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When Granville Ogden swapped a 500 Gold Star and a BMW R65
for the machine of his dreams, he felt he had got the best of the bargain.

Twelve years on,

and
motorcyclists —

mong motorcyclists
particularly classic
charisma is as vital as technological
excellence. Virtually every marque

has its share of besotted fans for whom
nothing else will do and no amount of
argument or persuasion will convinee
them their chosen make is not the best
thing to ever roll off a production line.
Die-hard BSA men can hardly bring
themselves to acknowledge the existence
of Coventry — let alone the famous brand
name of their firm’s local rival \
Manx Norton rider would not give you
‘tuppence’ for BSA's cheapskate, pushrod
Gold Star racer - and so it goes on. Just
occasionally though, a manufacturer
manages to make an impression on all
but the most fanatical one make zealots
and a true classic emerges. MV Agusta is
one such entery
The appeal of ||H' A name i
virtually universal, despite the fact th
number of our ex-servicemen sper
war years locked in combat with the
airborne products of the Italian concemn.

f A

40

he still has no regrets as he tells Gerard Kane.

They will have less than fond memories
of the Breda Ba88 attack aireraft and Fiat
BR20 bombers that were produced under
contract al Agusta’s Gallerate plant.
The motorcyeling arm of Agusta's
operation, MV (Moto Verghera) Agusta,
came into being in 1945 for the most
prosaic of reasons. After Italy’s defeat in
the war, the manufacture of aircraft was
forbidden and Count Domenico Agusta,
who assumed control of the family
aviation business following the death of
his father, Giovanni, in 1927, was forced
to seek other products to keep his
factory busy. Correctly foreseeing the
rapid growth in demand for cheap
transportation in the immediate post-war
vears, MV Agusta embarked on the
manufacture of a range of [\\(l\!l(l‘-\l'
seooters and lightweight motore
Soon, a push rod four siroke was
added to the 1 ,
things to come, the company developed a
S0ce four cylinder prototype as early as
1950. At the 1952 Milan show, MV
unveiled a 175ce ohv single, the CSTL

Turismo that would prove to be the
springboard for their range of ohv and
ohe roadsters and racers.

In fact, MV had dipped a toe into the
world of road racing as early as the late
Forties, with their earl,
but it would be 1952 before they s
their first world championship s
Cecil Sandford won the 12
the Gallerate concern on the
consecutive victories in the TT, Dutch GP
and the Ulster. By the end of the decade,
they had added 250, 350 and 500cc titles
to their roll of honour and their last
world crown was collected by Phil Read
aboard his 5ce MV four as late as

h so much success on the I<r.|1|
racing stage, the company
strangely rel it to cash in with a

was

road going version of their all-
conquering fours, Their first production
four cylinder e was the

sublimely ugly Tourer in 1965.
Domenico Agusta’s almost paranoid
of his works machines
beaten by privately entered converted

fear being
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