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Age of Agusta
Likethe Ducatidesmosingles,the MV 350B representedthe culmination
of an era for Italian motorcyles.Ian Falloonreports.

T
here arefew namesin motorcycling

as illustrious as MY Agusta. Yet

while the racing machines and

magnificent four-cylinder models
receive most of the accolades,the

MY legendwas also bui~ on a range of single-

and twin-cylinder production machines.

Racing success in the 19505 led to MY

offering someof the finest sporting singlesthen

available- including the magnificent175 CSs-

and in 1955 they unveiled a prototype 350cc

twin. The double overhead camshaft design

was quite radical for its day but remained a

dream, and it wasn't until 1963 that MY

reconsideredthe twin. Thistime the designwas
much more mundane, with a 160cc overhead

valve pushrod twin-cylinder engine that

produced an unremarkable7.5 horsepower.

One thing that has characterisedMY over

the yearsisthe time delaybetween initialdisplay'

and production. The parallel twin was no

different. The 160 disappearedfor a couple of

years, but in the meantimegrew to 250cc and

eventualavailabilitytowards the end of 1967.

By 1971, the twin became 350cc, and for

1972 and 1973 emerged as the magnificent
350B featured here.

The all-alloyunit construction twin-cylinder

engine followed the usual MY practice of

looking outwardly similar to a two-stroke, with
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